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™ Krishna Raj Memorial Lecture

The influence of digital technology on every
aspect of healthcare and hadlth palicyrmaking is
unpracedented, Undar the broad rubric of improving
It el ficienoy of health systems, many digital
solutions are toregrounded as a magic wand o
solve desply protrocted public and private health
and health policy izsues. Indead, digital solutians
offer powerful copacities; however, its practitioners
also dcknawladga that, if misusea, digital tools
could be deeply parvasive and will, in effect, further
complicata haalth eguity and accass issuaes. For
instance digital tachnoleogies like analytics ond

big data could moke IF possibla for insurance
companies to use pehavioural deta to covertly
identify people suffering from a particular dissose
and deny them insurcnce coveroge. One cannot
retriave o patisnt’s privacy once itis lost

On this bockground, the 11" Krishna Raj Memorial

DIGITAL HEALTH:

Thez gavernment of India’s amizitious lan

o expand and transform digital haalth is
loudable. Still, it aiso bags quastions lika what
suleguard mechonisms are o must 1o ensurs
thot the data and privacy of Indian citizens
are protected? Are the current sateguord
rmeachanisms sufficient to protect paopie and
patients?

Az much vauntad digital projects are
ultimatealy social projects ond not just technical
endeavaurs, haw emerging digital teehnologias
in heolth will impact people is an importont
question, ond clsc warronts that the people-
cantric narmative on digital technolegies should
e an integral port of ol digital heoith solutions

and palicy developrmesnt,

Lecture will focus on:

ACCESS, EQUITY, AND SURVEILLANCE

Date and Venue: 23™ April 2022, 4 pm to 6.30 pm
Principal Pandit Auditorium, ILS Law College, Pune

DISCUSSANTS:

Anita Surumurthy is o founding
member and executive director of IT

for Change, whera sha laads research
an tha platformn econamy, data and Al
gavernancs, demoeracy in the digital
age, and feminist framaworks on

digital justice. Anita actively engoges in
naticnal and intarrational codvocacy on
digital rights ond contributas ragularly
10 academic and meadia spoces
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Yivek's expertiss |3 ot the intersecton of low,
health and sexuality with particulor focus

an HWV, TE and LEETQIA+ concarns. For owver
two decades, ha hos worked both notionally
and intermationally on these issues, including
leading efforts to challange section 377 of the
Indian Penal Code, drafting o Bill that became
Indicr's HIV/AIDS Actin 2017, building capocity
on patant low ond acoess o medicings, He
abtained his low degres from NLSIU, Bangalare,
and an LLM. frorm Cornell University, USA
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